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Dates for your diary

SHOUT OUT FOR:

Darcy Miller and Irene Santhosh Kumar
for being exceptional role models at
Westgate Primary School - see Pg 5

Post - 16 Open Evening

Thursday, 21 November
School finishes at 2:45pm

Christingle Services at St Mary’s

Monday, 9 December

Monday, 16 & Tuesday, 17 December

Upper School Presentation Evening

Thursday, 12 December

Term Dates
TeacherTraining Days

Friday, 6 December 2024

Monday, 6 January 2025

School closed to pupils

Christmas Holidays

Monday, 23 December - Friday, 3 January

School closed to pupils

Social Media
www.facebook.com/campionsch

campion@campionschool

Food For Thought
‘Biodiversity is the greatest treasure we have. Its diminishment is to be prevented at all costs.’ Thomas Eisner

On a rainy day in September, the
Community Rail Partnership took
the Eco-Club to Leamington
railway station to examine
biodiversity (the variety of all life
on earth) levels as part of the Wild
Rails project. In preparation for the
day, the pupils first learned about
food chains and played a game of
foxes and rabbits.Working in two
teams, the ‘rabbits’ had to collect all
their essentials for life before the

‘foxes’ caught them.This helped
them to learn about biodiversity
and the many ways to collect,
record and track it.

On the day, the pupils collected
specimens, observed food chains
and learned some facts about
worm droppings (see left and
below). Despite the soggy
weather, the students were
enthusiastic and did not let the
weather deter them.

ArtVisit toYorkshire Sculpture Park
In October, students in Years 9, 10 and
12 visited the Yorkshire Sculpture Park
(YSP).The YSP is the leading
international centre for modern and
contemporary sculpture.
Founded in 1977 by Sir Peter Murray,
CBE, and since 2022 led by Clare Lilley,
YSP is the largest sculpture park of its
kind in Europe. It is the only place in
Europe to see Barbara Hepworth’s The

Family of Man in its entirety, alongside
a significant collection of sculptures,
(see below).
YSP’s driving purpose for 45 years
has been to ignite, nurture and
sustain interest in, and debate around
contemporary art and sculpture.The
students had a brilliant time and
were inspired by their visit.
Pictured: students observing and drawing at the YSP.

Eco-Club goesWild at Leamington Station



On 26 September, the Modern Foreign Languages team hosted a Bake Off competition to
celebrate the European Day of Languages.

Amazingly, and to the great surprise of the MFL team, 35 stunning cakes from an array of
European countries were submitted, which were colourful, creative, exquisitely-decorated
and delicious. Judging, by the MFL team, was a real challenge, but eventually the cakes
featured below were selected. Congratulations to the winners and a HUGE thank you to
the pupils who designed, baked and iced.

Special thanks go to the judges and, also, to Tracy Twomey, for her fantastic help in the
kitchen - roll on September 2025 for another European cake fest.

European Bake Off

The Runners-up:

Paris pastel cake - see right

Sasha Garkaja (CE-DRG)/Amelia Kowalska (UN-MA)/Viktoria
Myszk (UN-MA)/Roisin Cooney-Mair (GR-RPJ)

Sicilian cake - see left

Mariella Copeland (PH-ALB)/Emily Roberts (PH-ALB)/ Sky Mills
(GR-CDH)

Above:

World Cake

Haris Khan PE-MLI

TheWinners:

Below:

Loch Ness Cake

Alice Faulkner UN-MA

Above:

Latvian cake

Aleks Andrejevs CE-JJL



Pastoral Informa�on for
Parents & Carers



HOUSE HEAD
CONTACTS

Centaur: Chris Wills: chrisw1@campion.warwickshire,sch,uk
Griffin: Liz Gayton elizabethg1@campion.warwickshire.sch.uk
Pegasus:Yvette Brown yvetteb1@campion.warwickshire.sch.uk
Phoenix:Angela Burden angelab1@campion.warwickshire.sch.uk
Unicorn: Shearon Williams shearonw1@campion.warwickshire.sch.uk



CENTRAL WARWICKSHIRE
SPORTS PARTNERSHIP NEWS

Reflec�ng the
worldwide rise
in popularity of
girls’ football, more girls than ever are joining the
girls’ football club on Tuesday evenings. Since
September, girls from Years 7 (pictured le�) and 8
have played in successful fixtures at Myton School
and more games are planned against other schools.

The girls’ football team trains on Tuesdays a�er
school each week - all year groups and abili�es are
welcome. The teams enter into the under-13 and
under-15 local school games compe��ons.

Campion Sports Leaders
Campion Aspire Sports Leaders have had a busy start to the autumn term. In September they a�ended
their first Aspire Leadership session, when a small team of Aspire students was trained to deliver a Year
7 Buddy programme at Campion, and they also led a Year 7 and 8 Fes�val of Fun event for Campion
and Southam students.

Sports leaders also ran a Rowing 4 U Compe��on for Primary Schools in November, which was fantas�c
and highly commended by the schools. Two students, Irene and Darcy (Year 8) were praised by the
Headteacher, Mr Ma�hewWatson, fromWestgate Primary School who wrote a le�er to Mr Panesar to
express how excep�onal the students were. The amazing FA Girls Football Ac�vators led a primary girls
football fes�val, see below, for sixty girls from seven local primary schools. Well done everyone!



Campion Achieves Young Carers Award

Campion school has recently won a prestigious award for its work
supporting young carers with their education.

Young carers are children under 18 who are responsible for the care of
a family member who, due to illness, disability, a mental health condition
or addiction, cannot cope without support.

The award is part of the Young Carers in School’s programme run by
charities The Children’s Society and Carers Trust.The programme
provides primary and secondary schools across England with step-by-
step guidance for teachers, leaders and non-teaching staff to gain the

practical tools they need to help young carers.

Our school won the award by demonstrating how it supports young carers.This includes running
homework clubs and drop-in sessions, with Mrs Richens, the member of staff responsible for this
vulnerable group of pupils. Congratulations to Mrs Richens, for all her hard work.

School staff should be particularly alert to the potential need for early help for young carers and
The Young Carers in School Programme is a way of helping schools address this.Vicky Morgan,
Carers Trust’s Head of Young Carers at Young Adult Carers, said:“We are delighted to present the
Young Carers in Schools award to Campion School. Figures show there are two young carers in
every classroom, but balancing learning with looking after family members can be tough without
help. By identifying young carers and putting support in place, schools and teachers can make a
huge difference to their wellbeing and education.That is why the brilliant work done by staff at
Campion School is so vital and why this award is so richly deserved.”

We are proud
of the Houses

and the
achievements
of each one.

Let the House Flag Fly High
Have you

noticed our
House Flags
flying in the
main school

car park?







Term Dates 2024
• Friday, 6 December - Training Day (pupils only off school)
• Friday, 20 December - Christmas Finish for Pupils and All Staff
• Monday, 6 January - Teacher Training Day (pupils & admin/technical staff off school)
• Tuesday, 7 January - Pupils Return
• Half Term Holiday Monday, 17 February - Friday, 21 February
• Monday, 24 February - School Re-opens
• Friday, 11 April - Easter Finish (pupils and admin/technical staff)
• Monday, 28 April - School Re-opens
• Friday, 2 May - Teacher Training Day (pupils only off school)
• Monday, 5 May - Bank Holiday
• Half Term Holiday Monday, 26 May - Friday, 30 May
• Monday, 2 June - School Re-opens
• Friday, 18 July - Summer Finish for pupils and all staff
• Monday, 21 July - Disaggregated Teacher Training Day

Extra-CurricularTimetable 2024



LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  

UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time 

(Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ 

means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, 

the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 

likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The regulations regarding Leave of Absence (The Education (Pupil Regulations) (England) 
Regulations 2006 as amended by Education (Pupil Regulations) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2013.) advise: 
 

• Head teachers shall not grant any Leave of Absence during term time unless they consider 

there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application. 

If the leave is granted, Head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can 

be absent for.  

It is for the Head teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the 

circumstances warrant the leave to be granted. When making an application for Leave of Absence 

in advance parents are advised to give sufficient information and time to allow the Head teacher the 

opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify parents of their decision. It is 

advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of 

absence application, it is their responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start of 

the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie 

the parent with whom the child normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required 

to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will 

be recorded as an unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the 

parent(s), by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice. 

Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days taken either prior to or after the request 

may be considered as part of the leave of absence and could result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being 

issued to the parent(s).  

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case-by-case basis and on its own 

merits.  

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation.  This 

will result in the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.  This may result in legal action against 

the parent, by way of a Fixed Penalty Notice.  All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a 

Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire 

County Council. 

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for 

example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 

each, totalling £240 for both children, this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days). 

Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set out on the notice, the 

matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating 

criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 1996.  

Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of 

Conduct for Penalty Notices. 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority 

 
Warwickshire School pupils recorded 96,366 half day sessions of absence 

due to holiday in the Academic year 2021/22. 


